
W h en  plan n in g a trip abroad it is good to be aw are of an y requ irem en ts th at th e            

cou n try you  are v isitin g h as in  place, su ch  as driv in g regu lation s an d w h at type of               

passport or v isas you  m igh t n eed in  order to en ter.        O n  th ese pages you  w ill fin d     

u sefu l in form ation  abou t travellin g to H u n garyto h elp you  prepare for you r trip.            

C U LT U R E
The  Hunga rian language  be longs  to  the  Finno -U gric fam ily and is  s o  comple te ly d iffe rent  from  it s

ne ighbours  tha t  a lmos t  no  s ha red  w o rds  e xis t  . Some  o f the  mos t  common Hunga rian phra se s

you may f ind  use fu l to  know  w hen vis it ing  a re :

•  jó  napo t  – Good day

•  regge lt  –  Good morn ing

•  e s té t  – Good e ven ing

•  é js zaká t  – Good n ight  

•  vis zont lá tá s ra  – Goodbye

•  Sz ia  – H i, He l lo , Bye  (l ike  ‘cia o ’ in  Ita ly)

•  Igen (ha rd  G l ike  in  ga te ) - Y e s

•  Nem  – No  

•  Ké rek (in  the  s ense  o f ‘a  co ffe e , p le a se ’) – P le a se   

•  Legyen s z íve s  (in  the  s ense  o f ‘be  s o  kind  a s ’) –  P le a se

•  Kös zönöm  – Thank you 

•  Be s zé ls z  ango lu l?  – Do  you s peak Eng l is h?

•  Kemping  – Camps ite

•  Fé rf ia k/ Nők – Gents / Lad ie s

•  Nyitva / Zá rva  – O pen/ C lo s ed

Hunga rians  a re  gene ra l ly ve ry he lp fu l i f  you need d ire ct ions  o r a s s is tance . Language  can be  the

b igge s t  d iff icu lty – in  Budape s t , many peop le  w il l  s peak Eng l is h, e spe cia l ly the  younge r

gene ra t ions , but  e ls ew he re , s peaking  Ge rman is  more  l ike ly to  he lp  though a t tempt ing  ba s ic

gree t ings  in  the  lo ca l la nguage  w il l  be  cons ide red  a s  po l ite  and appre cia ted . W e  the re fo re

re commend inve s t ing  in  a  phra se  book to  he lp  you during  your s tay.

C U R R E N C Y
The  currency o f Hunga ry is  the  Fo rint , d ivided  into  100 f i l lé r. The  o ff icia l abbrevia t ion o f the  fo rint

is  HU F but  w ith in  the  count ry the  o ld  abbrevia t ion Ft . is  s t i l l  us ed.

Banking  Hours

Monday to  Friday 0800 hrs  to  1600 hrs  and s ome t imes  Sa turday 0800 hrs  to  1300 hrs .

Hours  may va ry s l ight ly from  bank to  bank. B ranche s  lo ca ted  in  s hopp ing  cent re s  may open unt i l

1800 hrs .

TR AV EL AD V IC E
Trav elling in  H u ngary   



Cred it  Ca rds  &  ATM

The  ma jo r cred it  ca rds  (V is a , Euroca rd , Ame rican Expre s s , e tc.) a re  a ccepted  by ho te ls ,

re s taurants , ca r h ire  companie s  and t rave l agencie s . Shops  and t rave l agencie s  d is p la y a  p icture

o f the  ca rds  a ccepted  in  the ir w indow s .

Cash mach ine s  (ATMs ) ope ra te  24 hours  a  day 7 days  a  w eek. O nly Hunga rian fo rints  can be

w ithdraw n us ing  a  cred it  ca rd .

It  is  pos s ib le  to  ge t  ca sh a t  pos t  o ff ice s  w ith  a  deb it  o r a  cred it  ca rd .

T rave l le rs ' cheque s  can be  ca shed in  s ome  banks , fo r e xample  branche s  o f the  O TP  (Na t iona l

Savings  Bank) w hich dea l w ith  bank dra ft s  and s e curit ie s .

Don ’t  us e  s t re e t  m oney change rs . Take  ca re  w hen re ce iving  bank no te s  tha t  a re  no  longe r va l id ,

but  w hich a re  s t i l l  in  circu la t ion. The re  have  been a  sma ll numbe r o f re po rts  o f ta xi d rive rs

de l ibe ra te ly pa s s ing  the se  no te s  to  touris ts , a s  w e l l  a s  no te s  from  ne ighbouring  count rie s  tha t

a re  no t  va l id  in  Hunga ry.

D R IV IN G  IN  H U N G A R Y
Driving  regu la t ions  in  Hunga ry a re  d iffe rent  from  those  in  the  U K. A lw ays  remembe r tha t  the

no rma l ru le  is  to  g ive  w ay to  the  right  e a ch t ime  you re a ch an uncont ro l le d  inte rs e ct ion.

U s ing  m ob ile  phone s  w hen driving  is  fo rb idden. How eve r, us e  o f a  comple te ly hands -fre e  un it  is

a cceptab le .

Eme rgency co rrido rs  a re  compuls o ry on Hunga rian moto rw ays  and dua l ca rriagew ays . 

A l l  d rive rs  a re  requ ired  to  cre a te  a  pre caut iona ry eme rgency co rrido r on those  roads  w heneve r

conge s t ion o ccurs  - road  use rs  on the  le ft -hand lane  mus t  move  a s  fa r ove r to  the  le ft  a s

pos s ib le , and  the  re s t  o f veh icle s  mus t  move  ove r to  the  right .

Speed ing  can re su lt  in  heavy, on the  s po t  f ine s , and  your veh icle  and l icence  cou ld  be

confis ca ted . The  maximum speed on moto rw ays  is  130kph (80mph) fo r p riva te  veh icle  w ithout  a

t ra i le r and  80kph (49 mph) w hen tow ing.

It  is  i l le ga l to  drive  any type  o f mo to r veh icle  a fte r having  consumed a lcoho l ic d rinks  - 0% .

Y ou mus t  us e  head l ights  on roads  outs ide  tow ns  e ven in  dayt ime .

In w inte r, you mus t  e qu ip  your ca r fo r s e ve re  cond it ions .

Many drive rs  unde re s t ima te  d is tance s  and journey t imes  in  Hunga ry. P lan your journey ca re fu l ly,

ta king  into  a ccount  unknow n roads , w ea the r cond it ions  and fa t igue . Make  sure  you take  regu la r

breaks .

To  drive  in  Hunga ry you mus t  be  a t  le a s t  17 yea rs  o ld  and have  a  va l id  U K  driving  l icence ,

insurance  and veh icle  documents . I f you don ’t  ow n the  veh icle  you ’re  driving , fo r ins tance  i f  you

have  a  le a sed  veh icle , you shou ld  ge t  w rit te n pe rm is s ion from  the  reg is te red  ow ne r.

Y ou a re  requ ired  to  ca rry ce rta in  items  in  your veh icle  s uch a s  a  w a rn ing  t riang le  and re f le ct ive

ja cke t . The  regu la t ions  on w ha t  mus t  be  ca rrie d  do  change  from  t ime  to  t ime , s o  it  is  advis ab le

to  che ck the  m os t  up  to  da te  in fo rma t ion be fo re  you t rave l. Fo r compuls o ry and re commended

equipment  and ru le s  o f the  road  includ ing  b lood  a lcoho l l im it , cl ick he re .

It  is  re com m ended to  keep veh icle  doo rs  lo cked in  s low  moving  t ra ff ic and  s e cure  your veh icle

w hen it  is  le ft  una t tended. In-ca r rada r de te cto rs  and s a te l l i te  naviga t ion s ys tems  w a rn ing  o f the

pre sence  o f s peed came ra s  o r rada rs  a re  i l le ga l w he the r in  us e  o r no t .



Some  s e ct ions  o f m o to rw ay a re  to l l  fre e , but  fo r mos t  you ’l l  have  to  buy an ‘e -vigne t te ’. Th is

app l ie s  to  any pa s senge r veh icle s  includ ing  moto rhomes , re ga rd le s s  o f the  w e ight . Y ou can

purchase  the  vigne t te s  on l ine  he re . Road use  autho riz a t ion mus t  be  a lw ays  pa id  fo r be fo re  you

ente r the  to l l  s e ct ion; purchased e -vigne t te s  do  no t  cons t itute  autho riz ed  road  use  re t roa ct ive ly

Low  Em is s ion Zone s  (LEZs ) a re  pro l i fe ra t ing  throughout  Europe . W hile  the  numbe r and va rie ty o f

s chemes  m ay s eem  ba ff l ing , in  fa ct  many app ly on ly to  city cent re s  and s o  w il l  no t  a ffe ct  the

ma jo rity o f campe rs . I f you do  w is h to  vis it  cit ie s  w hile  camping, e ithe r choose  a  city cent re  s ite

and use  the  l ink be low  to  che ck fo r any a cce s s  regu la t ions , o r camp outs ide  the  city’s  LEZ  and

use  pub l ic t ranspo rt  to  a cce s s  the  cent re . P le a se  cl ick he re  fo r more  in fo rma t ion.

P le a se  vis it  our T rave l P lann ing  page s  fo r in fo rma t ion on w e ight  l im its  and more .

H E A LT H  /  S A F E T Y
The  Fo re ign &  Commonw ea lth  O ff ice  may make  spe cif ic t ra ve l re la ted  re commenda t ions  fo r

vis ito rs  to  Hunga ry. Fo r the  mos t  up  to  da te  in fo rma t ion vis it  the ir w ebs ite .

HEALTH

The  Depa rtm ent  o f Hea lth  doe s  no t  make  any s pe cif ic hea lth  re commenda t ions  fo r vis ito rs  to

Hunga ry; how eve r you may l ike  to  che ck w ith  your docto r be fo re  depa rture .

Y ou shou ld  ge t  a  fre e  European Hea lth  Insurance  Ca rd  (EH IC) be fo re  le aving  the  U K. The  EH IC

is n ’t  a  s ubs t itute  fo r med ica l and  t rave l insurance , but  it  e nt it le s  you to  s ta te -provided  med ica l

t re a tment  tha t  may be come  ne ce s sa ry during  your t rip . Any t re a tment  provided  is  on the  s am e

te rms  a s  na t iona ls  o f the  count ry you a re  vis it ing . I f you don ’t  have  your EH IC w ith  you o r you ’ve

lo s t  it , you can ca l l  the  Depa rtment  o f Hea lth  O ve rs ea s  Hea lthca re  Team  (+ 44 191 218 1999) to

ge t  a  P rovis iona l Rep la cement  Ce rt i f ica te . The  EH IC w on’t  cove r med ica l re pa t ria t ion, ongo ing

med ica l t re a tment  o r non-urgent  t re a tment , s o  you shou ld  make  sure  you have  adequa te  t rave l

insurance  and a cce s s ib le  funds  to  cove r the  cos t  o f any med ica l t re a tment  and repa t ria t ion.

Remembe r to  bring  your ow n med ica t ion i f  you need a  s pe cif ic p roduct .

If you need eme rgency med ica l a s s is tance  during  your t rip , d ia l 112 fo r an Eng l is h  s peaking

eme rgency s e rvice  and a s k fo r an ambulance . I f you a re  re fe rred  to  a  med ica l fa ci l i t y fo r

t re a tment  you shou ld  conta ct  your insurance /med ica l a s s is tance  company immed ia te ly.

SAFETY

As  w ith  anyw he re  in  the  w o rld , it  is  good pra ct is e  to  be  vig i la nt  about  your prope rty, bo th in

te rms  o f your cam ping  un it  and  pe rs ona l be long ings , ta ke  s ens ib le  pre caut ions  to  pro te ct

yours e lf from  pe t ty crime . Don ’t  le ave  your handbag o r luggage  una t tended. Leave  cop ie s  o f

impo rtant  docum ents  w ith  fam ily and frie nds  in  the  U K. Ca rry a  pho tocopy o f your pa s spo rt  fo r

ID .

P A S S P O R T S  /  V IS A S
PASSPO RTS

Y our pa ssport should  be  va lid  for the  propose d dura tion o f your sta y; you don’t ne e d a ny

a dditiona l pe riod o f va lid ity on your pa ssport be yond this. 

Should  you w is h to  ta ke  a  pe t  on your journey, p le a se  s ee  our Guide  to  European Camping  fo r

furthe r in fo rm a t ion. I f you intend to  t ra ve l on one  o f our Es co rted  Tours , p le a se  che ck our Tour

Page s  to  f ind  out  w he the r pe ts  a re  pe rm it te d .

V ISAS



I f your pa s spo rt  de s cribe s  you a s  a  B rit is h  C it iz en you w on’t  need a  vis a  to  ente r Hunga ry. I f you

have  ano the r type  o f B rit is h  na t iona l ity, you shou ld  che ck the  current  ent ry requ irements  on the

w ebs ite  o f the  Hunga rian Fo re ign M in is t ry and if  ne ce s sa ry confirm  w ith  the  Hunga rian Embas sy.

Fo r s tays  o f longe r than 90 days  you mus t  re g is te r w ith  the  nea re s t  re g iona l Imm igra t ion O ff ice .

Fo r furthe r in fo rma t ion, conta ct  the  Consu la r Se ct ion o f the  Hunga rian Embas sy, London.

S H O P P IN G
Mos t  s hops  a re  gene ra l ly open s ix days  a  w eek, Monday to  Sa turday, w ith  open ing  t imes   a s

fo l low s : 

Monday to  Friday 1000hrs  - 1800hrs . 

Sa turday 0900hrs  - 1300hrs .

Some  shops  and s to re s  open unt i l  2000hrs  one  day a  w eek, usua l ly Thursdays .

Supe rma rke ts  a re  open: 

Monday to  Friday 0700hrs  - 1900hrs

Sa turday 0700hrs  - 1300hrs

Since  Ma rch 2015, s hops  in  Hunga ry a re  banned from  open ing  on Sundays , w ith  a  few  except ions

(incl. pha rmacie s , fam ily-ow ned bus ine s se s , s hops  lo ca ted  in  hosp ita ls , ga s  s ta t ions  o r t ranspo rt

hubs ). Shops  in  touris t  a re a s  may be  open on Sundays . New ss tands , bake rie s  and f low e r s hops

a re  a l low ed to  open on Sundays  unt i l  1200hrs .

T IP P IN G
Res taurants : it  is  cus tomary le ave  a t  le a s t  10%  o f the  b i l l , more  i f  the  s e rvice  w as  e spe cia l ly

good.

Taxis : the  drive r s hou ld  be  t ipped 10%  o f the  fa re .

It  is  a ls o  cus tom ary to  le ave  a  sma ll t ip  to  the  gua rd ian in  to i le ts .

T IM E  Z O N E S
GMT +  1 hour, w ith  Summer t ime  (from  the  end o f Ma rch to  the  end o f O ctobe r) be ing  GMT +  2

hours , s o  tha t  throughout  the  yea r the  count ry is  a lw ays  one  hour ahead o f the  U K.

T O U R IN G  IN  H U N G A R Y
W e run an Es co rted  Tour to  Hunga ry w he re  you can e xpe rie nce  a l l  the  w onde rs  o f th is  fa s cina t ing

count ry in  the  com fo rt  o f your ow n un it  - F ind  out  more  about  our Es co rted  Tour o f the  Ba lkans

he re .




