
C ampervans  are generally s maller than  o ther fo rms
o f mo to ris ed  hab itat io n  un its

S om e im portan t safety  factors to  consider
T o en joy you r m otorh om e leisu re tim e to th e fu ll it is w orth  in vestin g som e tim e               

before a trip to prom ote safe an d trou ble free con dition s. T h is Data Sh eet covers       

m an y of th e safety an d legal aspects of m otorh om e u se th at sh ou ld h elp keep you           

safe on  th e road at h om e an d abroad. R eferen ces are provided to oth er sou rces of        

in form ation  th at expan d on  som e of th e topics covered. G et m ore free h elp an d           

safety advice w h en  you      join  th e C lu b     . 

A lthough the  te rm  moto rhome  is  us ed

throughout  th is  Da ta  Shee t  it  app l ie s  e qua l ly to

a l l  fo rms  o f mo to ris ed  hab ita t ion un it  w he the r

a  campe rvan, coa chbui lt , A  cla s s  o r pane l van

conve rs ion. In  law , a l l  mo to ris ed  hab ita t ion

veh icle s  a re  know n a s  mo to ris ed  ca ravans  no

ma t te r w ha t  s iz e  they a re .

 T he base veh ic le
At  the  hea rt  o f road  s a fe ty is  a  s a fe  veh icle  and fo r th is  it  is  e s s ent ia l fo r an annua l s e rvice  to  be

ca rrie d  out . The  m anufa cture r’s  re commenda t ions  fo r che cks  and rep la cements  s hou ld  a lw ays  be

obse rved. 

D ATA SH EET
#2 6 M o to rh o m es - safe  fo r th e  ro ad             #26



C heck tyre p res s u res  regu larly

The date co de s ho ws  when  the tyre was
manu factu red

W eigh t  p lates  -  the o rig inal veh icle
manu factu rer’s  p late left  and  the A L-K O

p late (o r co nverto r’s  p late), wh ich
s upers edes  the o rig inal p late, o n  the righ t

Recommenda t ions  a lw ays  include  the  no rma l ow ne r che cks  on th ings  s uch a s  o i l , w a te r and tyre

pre s sure  le ve ls . W hile  a l l  che cks  a re  impo rtant , mo to rhome  ow ne rs  need to  ta ke  pa rt icu la r ca re

ove r tyre  pre s sure  and cond it ion be cause  in  mos t  ca se s  mo to rhomes  w il l  be  loaded up  to  o r clo s e

to  the ir maximum  w e ight  l im its . 

T yre  che cks 

Rep la ce  tyre s  s how ing  s igns  o f cra cking  o r bu lg ing

U neven s igns  o f w ea r s hou ld  be  che cked out  w ith  a

tyre  s pe cia l is t , de la y may re su lt  in  p rema ture  tyre

fa i lure

U se  a  good qua l ity p re s sure  gauge  to  che ck tyre

pre s sure s  (w hen co ld) re gu la rly. U nde r in f la t ion o r

ove r in f la t ion can reduce  tyre  l i fe  and may impa ir

road  ho ld ing  and braking

A  tyre  in f la to r s u itab le  fo r ca rs  is  un l ike ly to  be  ab le

to  cope  w ith  the  h ighe r pre s sure  and vo lume  in  a  la rge r veh icle  tyre

The  veh icle  handbook shou ld  s how  the  co rre ct  tyre  pre s sure s . W he re  the re  is  any doubt ,

e spe cia l ly w he re  the  tyre s  have  been changed from  the  o rig ina l s pe cif ica t ion, che ck w ith  the

tyre  manufa cture r

Do  no t  fo rge t  the  s pa re  w hee l p re s sure  (i f  s upp l ie d)

Tyre s  have  a  l im ite d  l i fe  irre spe ct ive  o f m ile age . Fo r

le is ure  un it s  tha t  s pend a  s ubs tant ia l t ime

s ta t iona ry, re p la cement  o f tyre s  a fte r a  maximum o f

s even yea rs  is  re commended. Che ck the  da te -ma rk

on the  tyre  fo r the  da te  o f manufa cture .

Re fe r to  C lub  Da ta  Shee t  Tyre s  and tyre  ca re  # 15 fo r

more  in fo rma t ion. 

Pay load and loading
Payload  is  a  gene ra l te rm  to  ind ica te  the  w e ight  tha t

may be  ca rrie d  in  a  mo to rhome  o r a  component  pa rt

f it te d  to  it  be fo re  it  re a che s  it s  maximum pe rm it te d

w e ight  on the  road. 

Na t iona l Ca ravan Counci l  (NCC) approved moto rhomes

gene ra l ly ind ica te  a  Mas s  in  Running  O rde r (M iRO ) and

a  Maximum  Te chn ica l ly Pe rm is s ib le  Laden Mas s

(MTPLM) – a ls o  know n a s  the  Maximum Autho ris ed

Mas s  (MAM). Payload  is  cons ide red  to  be  the  d iffe rence

be tw een the  tw o  f igure s  and the  a l low ab le  w e ight  you

can put  on boa rd . 



C heck yo u r weigh t  us ing  a pub lic
weighb ridge

U nfo rtuna te ly, w hi le  the  MTPLM is  a  f ixed  f igure  and equ iva lent  to  the  MAM ind ica ted  on the

veh icle  w e ight  p la te , M iRO  now  va rie s  depend ing  on the  manufa cture r. It  no rma lly include s  the

moto rhom e  in  a  cond it ion re ady to  t ra ve l, w ith  75kg a l low ed fo r the  drive r, 90 pe r cent  fu l l  fue l

tank and ga s  tank loaded to  90 pe r cent  o f no rma l capacity. It  may a ls o  include  an a l low ance  fo r

fre shw a te r, w ith  o lde r U K  moto rhomes  o ften a l low ing  fo r a  90 pe r cent  fu l l  tank. How eve r, now

U K and Cont inenta l manufa cture rs  usua l ly a l low  fo r e ithe r an empty tank o r one  f i l le d  to  20 pe r

cent  capacity. The  amount  o f ga s  a l low ed fo r in  the  M iRO  can be  l im ite d  to  jus t  one  l ightw e ight

cyl inde r e ven though the  ga s  lo cke r ha s  room  fo r tw o  cyl inde rs  - and  s tanda rd  heavy one s  a t

tha t . 

Many sm a lle r and  s ome  European moto rhome  conve rte rs  a re  no t  pa rt  o f the  Na t iona l Ca ravan

Counci l  (NCC) P roduct  Approva l Scheme  and may s imp ly cla s s  payload  a s  the  d iffe rence  be tw een

the  MAM and the  un laden veh icle  w e ight . 

How eve r the  payload  is  ca lcu la ted  o r de s cribed, the  crux o f the  ma t te r is  e ve ry mo to rhome  has  a

w e ight  p la te  s how ing  it s  MAM and w e ight  l im its  fo r the  axle s  and the se  l im its  mus t  no t  be

exceeded and shou ld  no t  been s een a s  a  ta rge t  w e ight  to  a im  fo r.

 
O verloading
Po l ice  roads ide  w e ight  che cks  re vea l many moto rhomes  on the  road  a re  ove rloaded. Apa rt  from

the  ris k o f be ing  taken to  court  and  f ined , ove rload ing  ha s  the  po tent ia l to  cause  fa i lure  o f tyre s

and suspens ion s ys tems  and a ffe ct  b raking  and hand l ing  pe rfo rmance  s o  it  is  impo rtant  you a re

aw a re  o f the  to ta l w e ight  o f your veh icle . 

 
Public  w eighbridge and p lated w eigh ts
At  the  e a rl ie s t  oppo rtun ity, ta ke  your mo to rhome  to  a  pub l ic w e ighbridge , f i l le d  a s  you w ould

expe ct  fo r a  m a jo r t rip  and take  a long the  no rma l load  o f pa s senge rs . 

Have  the  moto rhome  w e ighed tw ice  on the

w e ighbridge , one  w ith  bo th axle s  on the  w e igh ing

p la t fo rm  and ano the r w ith  one  axle  jus t  o ff the

p la t fo rm . From  the se  re ad ings  you can che ck your

veh icle  is  w ith in  the  pe rm it te d  MAM and the  front  and

rea r axle  load ings , a s  s how n on the  veh icle  p la te

usua l ly found unde r the  bonne t . 

I f any w e ight  e xceeds  the  p la ted  l im it  you w il l  ne ed  to

reduce  your payload  o r cons ide r the  pos s ib i l i t y o f

rep la t ing  the  veh icle  fo r a  h ighe r w e ight  l im it  –

a s sum ing your driving  l icence  w il l  pe rm it  you to  drive  a  la rge r veh icle . See  Driving  L icence s  fo r

more  in fom a t ion. Y ou a re  s t rong ly advis ed  to  consu lt  your dea le r o r a  s pe cia l is t  company l ike  SV

Te ch w ho  w il l  be  ab le  to  advis e  i f  s uch an a ct ion is  pos s ib le  on your veh icle . A s  a  m in imum  tyre

pre s sure s  w il l  change  and pos s ib ly the  tyre s  w il l  ne ed  upra t ing  too .

A dding b ike racks and back boxes



R emember to  keep  w ith in  the
weigh t  lim it  o f rear racks

Heavy lo ad ing  at  the rear can  make yo u r
o u t fit  o verweigh t

B ike  ra cks , boxe s  and load ing  o f re a r ga rage s  a re  pa rt icu la r

crit ica l load ing  s itua t ions . Ensure  the  moto rhome  is  de s igned

to  take  the  load  you a re  intend ing  and any b ike  ra ck is  a ls o

ra ted  fo r the  b ike s  you w ant  to  ca rry. E le ct ric b ike s  a re

gene ra l ly cons ide rab ly heavie r than s tanda rd  cycle s  and

moto r s coo te rs  and moto r b ike s  a re  e ven heavie r.

D angers o f rear loading
Heavy load ing  a t  the  e xt reme  re a r provide s  the  re a l pos s ib i l i t y o f ove rload ing  o f the  re a r axle .

No t  on ly is  th is  un law fu l, the  e ffe ct  o f re ducing  the  front  a xle  load  due  to  a  t ipp ing  re a rw a rds

means  gene ra l hand l ing  and in  pa rt icu la r s te e ring  and t ra ct ion may be  s eve re ly a ffe cted .

S uspension  aids
Suspens ion a ids  and mod if ica t ions  a re  ava i la b le  but  the se  a re  gene ra l ly a imed a t  improving  the

qua l ity o f ride . They w il l  no t  enab le  you to  e xceed the  p la ted  w e ights  o f your veh icle . See  Da ta

Shee t  # 52 Suspens ion mod if ica t ions  fo r more  in fo rma t ion.

S ecure all loads
A lw ays  che ck e xte rna l and  inte rna l loads  a re  s e cured  in  p la ce . Remembe r you - the  drive r - a re

re spons ib le  a t  a l l  t imes  in  law  to  ensure  you do  no t  ove rload  your veh icle  o r a l low  it  on the  road

in  an unsa fe  cond it ion. 



D is p lay yo u r mo to rho me’s  heigh t  in  the
cab

S om e tips to  keep you  safe  on  the road
T hink motorhome  

A  moto rhome  has  to  be  driven more  s eda te ly than your usua l ca r e spe cia l ly w hen co rne ring

and m anoeuvring .

Insta bility a t high spe e ds 

H igh s ided  un it s  a re  pa rt icu la rly s us cept ib le  to  the  draught  from  pas s ing  HGVs  and h igh

w inds .

Insta bility from loa ding 

Mos t  veh icle s  a re  no t  de s igned to  t ra ve l w ith  fu l l  w a te r tanks  s o  th is  may cause  ins tab i l i ty.

Pa rt ia l ly fu l l  tanks  and unba lanced load ing  can cause  ins tab i l i ty. 

Be  re sponsib le  

Heavi ly loaded m oto rhomes  may no t  keep up  w ith  o the r veh icle s  on the  road, pa rt icu la rly on

uphil l  s t re tche s , s o  be  prepa red  to  pu l l  ove r w hen s a fe  to  do  s o  to  a l low  fa s te r veh icle s  to

pas s . 

Drive r fa tigue  

Add it iona l concent ra t ion may be  needed e spe cia l ly on count ry lane s . T ire dne s s  can ki l l ,

remem be r you a re  in  a  mo to rhome  so  it  is  e a sy to  s top  in  a  la yby and brew  up. 

W a tch your he ight 

The  law  s ays  i f  your veh icle  is  ove r 3 me tre s  h igh

you m us t  have  a  no t ice  d is p la yed in  the  cab

show ing  it s  he ight . It  can be  use fu l to  have  th is

he ight  a va i la b le , e ven w hen unde r 3 me tre s , a s  a

rem inde r w hen encounte ring  obs t ruct ions  o ff the

pub l ic h ighw ay, s uch a s  ca r pa rk he ight  ba rrie rs .

W hile  no t  a  le ga l re qu irement  fo r any

moto rhomes , it  can s ome t imes  be  use fu l to  have

your veh icle  w id th to  hand. 

Da nge r re ve rsing

Cons ide r ins ta l l ing  aud io  re ve rs ing  a ids  and a  re a r view  came ra . W a tch out  fo r low

ove rhang ing  branche s . It  is  e a sy to  h it  them  w hen concent ra t ing  on low  le ve l obs t ruct ions .

Spa re  w he e l

Are  you fam il ia r w ith  the  s pa re  w hee l lo ca t ion and the  ja ck - can you change  it  i f  the  need

a ris e s ?

Bre a kdow n se rvice s

W ha t  w il l  you do  i f   you need re cove ry?  Doe s  your po l icy adequa te ly cove r your mo to rhome

s iz e  and w e ight?  The  C lub  in  pa rtne rsh ip  w ith  RAC o ffe r the  A rriva l Se rvice  tha t  may w e ll

mee t  your needs .



C heck wheel nu ts  w ith  a to rque wrench

A  typ ical d riving  licence s ho wing  catego ry
en t it lements

 

C hecks before setting ou t
1. Tyre  cond it ion and pre s sure , includ ing  the  s pa re

2. W hee l bo lt  to rque  s e t t ing

3. Funct ion ing  o f l ights

4. Se curity o f any loads  no t  s to red  in  lo cke rs

5. Locke rs  ins ide  and out , fridge  and inte rna l doo rs , w indow s  and roo f open ings  a re  clo s ed  and

lo cked

6. A ls o  che ck tha t  m uff l ing  ha s  been app l ie d  to  ovens , hobs , g ri l l  pans  and o the r items  tha t  g ive

ris e  to  irrita t ing  ra t t le s  to  d is t ra ct  the  drive r.

See  a ls o  the  C lub ’s  p re -journey che ck l is t s  fo r a  handy dow nloadab le  a ide  memo ire .

D riv ing licences
Bas ic d riving  l icence s  (ca tego ry B ) ga ined  s ince  1

Janua ry 1997 provide  an ent it lement  to  drive  a

veh icle  w ith  a  MAM o f up  to  3,500kg

Driving  l icence s  ga ined  be fo re  1 Janua ry 1997

include  ca tego ry C1, w hich enab le s  you to  drive

la rge r m o to rhomes  w ith  a  MAM up to  7,500kg

If you have  ca tego ry C1 l icence  ent it lement  ga ined

w ith  a  pre -1997 driving  l icence , th is  w i l l  be  lo s t

w hen you re a ch the  age  o f 70 un le s s  you s pe cif ica l ly

re app ly fo r a  l icence  w ith  th is  e nt it lement  and subm it  a   D2 fo rm  and a  med ica l re po rt  fo rm

D4

Drive rs  w ho  pa s sed  the ir d riving  te s t  in  1997 o r la te r w ho  w ish to  drive  a  mo to rhome  w ith  a

MAM exceed ing  3,500kg need to  ta ke  ano the r te s t  to  ga in  furthe r ent it lements .

In  m os t  ca se s  the  s ame  drive rs  w il l  be  ab le  to  tow  a  t ra i le r upto  3500kg on a  BE driving

l icence  ent it lement  a s sum ing the  moto rhome  t ra inw e ight  is  adhe red  to . Furthe r in fo rma t ion is

ava i la b le  in  the  Driving  L icence  Da ta  Shee t  (# 40).

Mo to rhomes  w ith  MAM ove r 3,500kg can s ome t imes  be  dow n-ra ted  to  pe rm it  them  to  be  driven

by a  ca tego ry B  l icence  ho lde r. How eve r, s uch dow n ra t ing  can on ly be  pe rm it te d  i f  the  low e r

MAM ra t ing  is  p ra ct ica l fo r us e  on the  road. Re fe r to  SV  Te ch ’s  w ebs ite  fo r furthe r in fo rma t ion.

 



Mo to rho mes  can  be s ub ject  to
s pecial s peed  lim its

S peed lim its
A  moto rhom e  w ith  an un laden w e ight  no t  e xceed ing  3,050kg is  s ub je ct  to  the  s ame  na t iona l

s peed re s t rict ions  a s  a  ca r. A  mo to rhome  w ith  an un laden w e ight  ove r 3,050kg is  re s t ricte d  to

50mph on a  s ing le  road  and 60 mph on a  dua l ca rriagew ay, but  is  s t i l l  pe rm it te d  to  t ra ve l a t

70mph on a  m o to rw ay.

The  conce s s ion o f ca r s peed l im its  fo r l ighte r mo to rhomes  and the  l im it  o f 70mph fo r heavie r

moto rhom es  on m oto rw ays  doe s  no t  app ly to  s im ila r goods  veh icle s  and m in ibuse s . Hence  it  is

impo rtant  to  che ck your V5C document  ha s  the  body type  co rre ct ly ind ica ted  a s  mo to r ca ravan.

Irre spe ct ive  o f the  un laden w e ight , w hen you a re  tow ing  a  t ra i le r w ith  your mo to rhome  the  s peed

re s t rict ion is  50mph on s ing le  ca rriagew ays  and 60mph on moto rw ays  and dua l ca rriagew ays .

Mo to rhomes  tow ing  a  t ra i le r may no t  us e  the  right  hand lane  o f a  mo to rw ay w ith  thre e  o r more

lane s .

 
S eat belts
Fo r many yea rs  ca rs  have  been f it te d  w ith  s ea t  be lt s  to  a l l  pa s s enge r s ea ts  and now  a l l  mode rn

moto rhom es  a re  to  have  s ea t  be lt s  f i t te d  to  a l l  de s igna ted  t rave l l ing  s ea ts . O the r s e a ts  no t

de s igna ted  a s  t rave l l ing  s ea ts  and de s igned fo r us e  w hen s ta t ic do  no t  have  to  have  s ea t  be lt s

f it te d  and shou ld  no t  be  used  w hen t rave l l ing .

In  mos t  ca se s , s e a ts  fo r s ta t ic us e  w il l  be  s ide  fa cing . Sea t  be lt s  a re  now  no t  pe rm it te d  fo r

the se  s ide -fa cing  s ea ts  be cause  in  the  e vent  o f an a ccident  s uch s ea t  be lt s  can cause  ha rm  to

vu lne rab le  pa rts  o f the  body.

O lde r mo to rhom es  may on ly have  the  cab  s ea ts  f it te d  w ith  s ea t  be lt s  and  th is  ra is e s  the

que s t ion o f the  le ga l ity o f ca rrying  pa s senge rs  in  the  le is ure  a ccommoda t ion w hen t rave l l ing . The

same  que s t ion can a ris e  w ith  a  mode rn moto rhome  a s  the re  is  no  requ irement  fo r manufa cture rs

to  provide  the  s ame  numbe r o f t ra ve l l ing  s ea ts  a s  the re  a re  be rths .

The  fo l low ing  is  a  brie f gu ide  to  the  le g is la t ive  requ irements  in  B rita in  but  u lt ima te ly the

inte rpre ta t ion o f the  law  is  dow n to  the  courts , ba sed  on the  fa cts  o f any pa rt icu la r ca s e . 

W he re  s ea tbe lt s  a re  provided  they mus t  be  w o rn

Mo to rhom es  f irs t  re g is te red  on o r a fte r 20 O ctobe r 2007 mus t  have  s ea t  be lt s  fo r de s igna ted

t rave l s e a ts

The re  a re  s pe cif ic re qu irements  fo r ch i ld ren and s ea tbe lt s . Ch i ld ren thre e  yea rs  and unde r

mus t  be  in  a  ch i ld  ca r s e a t . I f the re  is  no  s ea t  be lt , they canno t  t ra ve l

A  ch i ld  aged thre e  o r o lde r can t rave l in  a  ba ck s ea t  w ithout  a  ca r s e a t  and w ithout  a  s ea t



T ravelling  s eats  need  to  be
rein fo rced  w ith  s ecu re s eat  belt

ancho rages

be lt  i f  the  veh icle  doe s  no t  have  one , a lthough th is  is  no t  re commended. Re fe r to

w w w .ch i ldca rs ea ts .o rg .uk/the -law / fo r furthe r in fo rma t ion

Trave l l ing  in  a  mo to rhome  w ithout  a  s ea t  be lt  w he re  the re  a re  no  ava i la b le  s e a t  be lt s  is  no t

s pe cif ica l ly out law ed. How eve r, i f  a  mo to rhome  is  s topped by the  po l ice  and the  o ff ice r is  o f

the  op in ion the  s ea t ing  a rrangements  fo r the  numbe r o f pa s senge rs  be ing  ca rrie d  a re

inadequa te  and a re  l ike ly to  endange r o the r pa s senge rs  o r the  s tab i l i ty o f the  veh icle , then he

o r s he  m ay ins t iga te  a  prose cut ion. Pow e rs  fo r s uch a  prose cut ion e xis t  unde r Regula t ion 100

o f the  Cons t ruct ion and U se  Regula t ions  and/o r unde r Se ct ion 40a  o f the  Road T ra ff ic A ct

1988: U s ing  Veh icle s  in  a  Dange rous  Cond it ion.

W he re  a  mo to rhome  w as  reg is te red  be fo re  20 O ctobe r 2007 and t rave l l ing  in  s e a t  be lt s  is  no t

pos s ib le , to  re duce  your e xposure  to  prose cut ion and consequence s  from  your mo to rhome

insure r:

O nly ca rry the  numbe r o f pa s senge rs  w hich the  moto rhome  w as  de s igned to  ca rry and ensure

the  veh icle  is  no t  ove rloaded. Thus  a  tw o-be rth mo to rhome  w ith  on ly the  tw o  cab  be lte d

sea ts  s hou ld  on ly e ve r ca rry tw o  peop le

Che ck w ith  your insurance  company a t  the  outs e t  i f  you intend to  ca rry pa s senge rs  w he re

the re  a re  insuff icie nt  s e a t  be lt s  a va i la b le .

Irre spe ctive  o f the  la w  it is highly re comme nde d tha t tra ve l is only unde rta ke n w ith the  use

of a ppropria te  se a t be lts.

 
F itt ing o f seat belts
O nly fo rw a rd  and re a rw a rd  fa cing  s ea ts  a re  s u itab le  fo r us e

a s  a  t rave l l ing  s ea ts  and f it t ing  o f s e a t  be lt s . In  mos t  ca se s ,

i f  a  s e a t  w as  no t  cons t ructed  a s  a  t ra ve l l ing  s ea t  it  is

un l ike ly to  be  f it  fo r t ra ve l us e . Sea t  be lt s  re qu ire  s e cure

ancho rage s  to  ensure  they a re  ab le  to  w iths tand the  fo rce s

a ris ing  in  the  ca se  o f a  co l l is ion and th is  is  a  job  fo r the

spe cia l is t .

 
Parking at the s ide o f the road
Pa rking  a t  the  roads ide  o r in  a  la yby to  s tay ove rn ight  is  no t  aga ins t  the  law , but  a s  pa rt  o f the

h ighw ay the  po l ice  have  the  right  to  move  you on. The re  is  a  furthe r po tent ia l p rob lem  w hen

pa rking  ove rn ight  in  s uch lo ca t ions  i f  you consume  a lcoho l a s  it  is  an o ffe nce  fo r a  pe rs on to  be

in  cha rge  o f a  veh icle  on a  road  o r o the r pub l ic p la ce , w hich cou ld  include  a  ca r pa rk.

The re  is  no  de fin it ion o f w ha t  “in  cha rge  means ” and the re  is  no  need fo r the  prose cut ion to

prove  tha t  the re  w as  a  prospe ct  o f a  pe rs on l ike ly to  drive  w hile  unfit . It  is  fo r the  de fendant  to

prove  the re  w as  no  prospe ct  o f d riving  the  veh icle . 

A t  s om e  lo ca l it ie s  the re  a re  lo ca l bye law s  tha t  p roh ib it  ove rn ight  s tays  in  s pe cif ic roads , w hich

can be  enfo rced  by the  lo ca l autho rity.

 



There are s pecial requ irements
when  t ravelling  in  Eu ro pe

To wing  a car o n  a t railer may be
bes t  when  d riving  in  Eu ro pe

T ravelling A broad
Moto rhome  t rave l abroad can be  a  re a l joy, e spe cia l ly during  the  w inte r months  w ith  the

oppo rtun ity to  tour on uncrow ded roads  and s oaking  up  s ome  w inte r s un. Add it iona l ca re  and

prepa ra t ions  a re  needed to  ensure  your vis it  is  t roub le  fre e . De ta i ls  o f the  va rious  requ irements

can be  found in  the  European T rave l Da ta  Shee t  (# 42).

The  fo l low ing  che ck l is t  p rovide s  the  ba s ic e s s ent ia ls  to  rema in le ga l and  s a fe .

1. Take  o rig ina l documents  cove ring  driving  l icence , insurance  ce rt i f ica te  and reg is t ra t ion (V5C).

Fo r a  h ire d  veh icle  the  h ire r w i l l  no t  usua l ly re le a se  the  o rig ina l V5C document  s o  you need to

obta in  a  VE103R Veh icle  on H ire  Ce rt i f ica te

2. Head lam p adapte rs  e s s ent ia l fo r Cont inenta l roads  un le s s  veh icle  ha s  a  f la t  beam  pa t te rn o r

is  sw itchab le  – che ck your handbook o r a s k a  dea le r to  cla ri fy

3. Spa re  veh icle  l ight  bu lbs  – a  requ irement  in  s ome  count rie s  but  w o rth ca rrying  anyw ay

4. W a rn ing  t riang le  – a  requ irement  in  s ome  count rie s

5. Re fle ct ive  ve s ts  - a  re qu irement  in  s ome  count rie s  and mos t  re qu ire  them  to  be  donned

be fo re  le aving  the  veh icle .

6. Speed l im its  abroad w il l  be  ind ica ted  in  km/hr and the re  a re  d iffe rence s  in  l im its  fo r d iffe rent

veh icle s  throughout  European count rie s

7. Spa re  driving  g la s s e s  – a  requ irement  in  Spa in

8. Red and w hite  ha tched boa rd  i f  you have  a  b ike  ra ck – an a lum in ium  boa rd  is  re qu ired  in  Ita ly

9. U K  s t icke rs

10. Loca te  s a fe  ove rn ight  s tops  – use  o f s e rvice  s ta t ion a ire s

on Cont inenta l m o to rw ays  is  no t  re commended by the

C lub

11. Sa tnavs  a re  a  boon abroad, make  sure  it s  up  to  da te ,

che ck i f  the  count ry you a re  driving  in  a ccepts  the  use  o f

s peed cam e ra  in fo rma t ion and da shboa rd  came ra s

12. Ensure  your MO T ce rt i f ica te  and road  fund tax a re  up  to

da te  and va l id  fo r the  dura t ion o f the  t rip  - to  be  le ga l in

Europe  you have  to  be  le ga l in  the  U K

13. Ce rta in  cit ie s  in  Europe  have  low  em is s ion zone s  l ike  London – s ee  our LEZ  and CAZ  advice

he re .

 
T ow ing
Mos t  mo to rhom es  have  the  capacity to  tow  a  t ra i le r but  the re  a re  le ga l re s t ra ints  invo lving  the

moto rhom e  m anufa cture r’s  tow ing  l im its  and the  type  o f d riving  l icence  you ho ld . The  l icence

is sue s  a re  dea lt  w ith  in  s ome  de ta i l  in  the  C lub ’s  Da ta  Shee t  # 40 and furthe r in fo rma t ion on

tow ing  is  g iven in  Da ta  Shee t  Tow ing  w ith  a  mo to rhome  # 25. A ls o  re fe r to  the  s peed l im its

s e ct ion above . 

The re  a re  s e ve ra l s a fe ty is s ue s  

C orre ct tow ba r . It  is  a  le ga l re qu irement  fo r tow ba rs

f it te d  to  m ode rn (type  approved) mo to rhomes  to  comply

w ith  EU  D ire ct ive  94/20 o r Regula t ion 55. Mo to rhomes

built  be fo re  type  approva l came  into  e xis tence  a re  no t

requ ired  to  have  a  type  approved tow ba r f it te d  but  one

should  a lw ays  be  used  if  i t  is  a va i la b le . Any moto rhome

reg is te red  in  the  U K  a fte r 29 O ctobe r 2012 may on ly us e  a

tow ba r tha t  complie s  w ith  Regula t ion 55.



C orre ct fitting . E le ct rica l circu it s  in  mode rn moto rhomes  a re  comple x and the  use  o f a

spe cia l is t  tow ba r f it te r w ith  the  Q ua l ity Se cured  Accred ita t ion o f the  Na t iona l T ra i le r and

Tow ing  As socia t ion is  re commended.

Annua l che cks. W hen the  annua l s e rvice  fo r your ba se  veh icle  is  due  ensure  e ithe r your

ga rage  o r a  tow ba r s pe cia l is t  che cks  the  tow ba r fo r s e curity o f a t ta chment  and fo r s igns  o f

co rro s ion. Since  2009 the  tow ba r ha s  been sub je ct  to  inspe ct ion a s  pa rt  o f the  MO T.

A-fra me s. The  use  o f an A -frame  to  tow  a  sma ll ca r beh ind  a  mo to rhome  is  gene ra l ly

a ccepted  by the  autho rit ie s  in  the  U K  if i t  is  de s igned to  confo rm  to  t ra i le r re gu la t ions , but

no t  ne cca rs a rly in  ma in land Europe . I f in  any doubt  us e  a  pupose  bu i lt  veh icle  t ra i le r. Furthe r

in fo rma t ion is  a va i la b le  from  the  Depa rtment  fo r T ranspo rt  a t

w w w .gov.uk/gove rnment/pub l ica t ions /a -frames -and-do l l ie s  and in  our Da ta  Shee t  # 25 Tow ing

w ith  a  m o to rhome .

A dvise your insurer
Add ing  a  tow ba r to  your mo to rhome  is  cla s s ed  a s  a  mod if ica t ion tha t  mus t  be  de cla red  to

the  veh icle ’s  insurance  provide r. I f you use  The  Camping  and Ca ravanning  C lub ’s  C lub  Ca re

insurance  provide r you w il l  a utoma t ica l ly be  cove red. O the r insurance  companie s  may make

an add it iona l cha rge . Y our veh icle ’s  insurance  w il l  then cove r you fo r any th ird  pa rty damage

w hile  you a re  tow ing. Y ou w il l  ne ed  s epa ra te  insurance  to  cove r the  t ra i le r and  anyth ing  it  is

t ranspo rt ing  aga ins t  damage , f ire  and the ft , See  C lub  Ca re  Insurance  fo r de ta i ls . 

Some  insurance  companie s  need to  be  advis ed  s pe cif ica l ly w ha t  you intend to  tow  (t ra i le r,

ca r on A -frame  o r ca r t ranspo rte r, fo r e xample ). The  type  o f tow ing  tha t  mos t  o ften prove s  a

prob lem  w ith  insurance  companie s  is  A -frame  tow ing. I f you p lan to  do  th is , che ck w ith  your

moto rhome  insure r and the  insure r o f the  ca r f irs t .

 
Im porting a con tinen tal m otorhom e
Some  cam pe rs  cons ide r buying  a  mo to rhome  from  a  dea le r ba sed  in  Europe , e ithe r fo r e a se  o f

obta in ing  a  le ft -hand-drive  mo to rhome  o r fo r po tent ia l co s t  s avings . Savings  a re  no t  a lw ays  s o

evident  w hen you fa cto r in  the  low e r s pe cif ica t ion o f European moto rhomes  intended fo r the ir

home  m a rke t  compa red  w ith  those  s pe cif ie d  fo r the  B rit is h  ma rke t . Any s avings  made  a ls o  have

to  be  put  aga ins t  the  cos t  and ha s s le  o f the  impo rt  p rocedure . Th is  p rocedure  include s  dea l ing

w ith  veh icle  insurance  in  Europe  and in  the  U K  be fo re  be ing  reg is te red  w ith  the  DVLA  and

appropria te  no t if ica t ions  and documenta t ion to  HM Revenue  and Cus toms  and the  DVLA . 

De ta i ls  o f how  to  proceed w ith  the  pe rs ona l impo rta t ion o f a  mo to rhome  a re  cove red  on the

Gove rnm ent  w ebs ite . 

It  is  impo rtant  to  ensure  an imported  veh icle  complie s  w ith  U K  le g is la t ion. W hile  a l l  European

veh icle  de s ign and manufa cture  is  cove red  by EU  d ire ct ive s  and type  approva l, the re  a re  thre e

e lements  w he re  a  mo to rhome  bu i lt  s pe cif ica l ly fo r ma in land Europe  use  may no t  be  le ga l in  the

U K, nam e ly inco rre ct  head lamp a l ignment , s peedome te r d ia l s how ing  on ly ki lome tre s  pe r hour

and the  inco rre ct  lo ca t ion o f a  re a r fog  lamp. A l l  thre e  items  need to  be  dea lt  w ith  be fo re  the

DVLA  w il l  re g is te r the  veh icle  fo r us e  in  the  U K. 

S elf-bu ild



The  idea  o f f i t t ing  out  your ow n moto rhome  o r campe rvan to  s u it  your requ irements  can be

appea l ing . How eve r s a fe ty is s ue s  re fe rred  to  in  th is  Da ta  Shee t  s t i l l  a pp ly and a  lo t  more

e lements  come  into  p la y during  the  cons t ruct ion proce s s  i f  the  veh icle  is  to  be  s a fe  and le ga l. 

A l l  new  moto rhom es  a re  s ub je ct  to  veh icle  type  approva l ce rt i f ica t ion, w he reby veh icle s  have  to

com ply w ith  a  le ngthy l is t  o f B rit is h  and European s tanda rds  and le g is la t ion. Thus  bu i ld ing  your

ow n moto rhom e  shou ld  no t  be  taken l ight ly. He lp  is  a va i la b le  through the  Se lf Bu i ld  Mo to r

Ca ravanne rs  C lub . 

Mas s -produced veh icle s  a re  type  approved by the  European Community W ho le  Veh icle  Type

Approva l (ECW VTA) proce s s  and the se  veh icle s  a re  then e l ig ib le  fo r s a le  throughout  Europe . Th is

approva l p roce s s  is  unde rtaken by independent  bod ie s  invo lving  comprehens ive  te s t ing ,

ce rt i f ica t ion and confirma t ion o f the  confo rm ity o f p roduct ion. Fo r the  product ion o f s ing le

veh icle s  w ith in  the  U K  the re  is  an a lte rna t ive  type  approva l s cheme  know n a s  Ind ividua l Veh icle

Approva l (IVA). Se lf-bu i ld  veh icle s  can be  type  approved through IVA , w hich is  a  much s imp li f ie d

proce s s  and invo lve s  the  veh icle  be ing  inspe cted  by the  Drive r and Veh icle  Standa rds  Agency

(DVSA) in  B rita in  and Drive r and Veh icle  Agency (DVA) in  No rthe rn Ire land. 

Many ind ividua l conve rto rs  and companie s  circumvent  th is  p roce s s  by us ing  a  used  pane l van tha t

ha s  a lre ady been reg is te red  in  the  U K. How eve r, the  IVA  proce s s  is  inva luab le  a s  the  veh icle  w i l l

be  inspe cted  by e xpe rie nced s pe cia l is t  pe rs onne l w ho  w il l  che ck fundamenta l veh icu la r s a fe ty

s ys tem s .

O n com ple t ion o f a  conve rs ion o f a  pre -reg is te red  pane l van, you a re  requ ired  to  conta ct  the

DVLA  to  in fo rm  them  o r the  change  o f us e  and have  the  veh icle  de s crip t ion amended.  The  DVLA

se ts  out  gu idance  fo r th is  he re . It  is  now  h igh ly un l ike ly tha t  DVLA  w il l  change  a  reg is t ra t ion

document  to  have  the  body type  amended to  mo to r ca ravan, how eve r mos t  insurance  provide rs

requ ire  approva l o f the  inte rio r f i t  and  re fusa l fo r e xte rio r look by DVLA  be fo re  they w il l  insure

the  veh icle .

A l l  s e lf-bu i ld  mo to rhomes  and campe rvans  s hou ld  a ls o  be  inspe cted  to  ensure  the  hab ita t ion

a rea  is  s a fe , w ith  pa rt icu la r a t tent ion to  the  e le ct rica l and  ga s  s ys tems  ins ta l le d . Idea l ly the re

shou ld  be  bu i lt  to  the  s ame  s tanda rd  a s  new  veh icle  conve rs ions , the re  a re  a  numbe r o f B rit is h

Standa rds  tha t  g ive  s ound cons t ruct ion advice . The  C lub  h igh ly re commends  tha t  the  veh icle

ins ta l la t ion is  inspe cted  and s igned o ff w ith  s u itab le  ce rt i f ica t ion. I f the  conve rs ion company

w on't  do  th is  then w e  sugge s t  you f ind  a  more  reputab le  conve rto r w ho  w il l . In  mos t  ca se s

insurance  com panie s  w il l  a ls o  requ ire  s ome  fo rm  o f ce rt i f ica t ion by a  s u itab ly-qua l i f ie d  pe rs on

be fo re  insuring  s uch a  mo to rhome  o r campe rvan. The  C lub 's  insurance  s e rvice , C lub  Ca re , w i l l

p rovide  cove r fo r s e lf-bu i lds . 



A lways  carry an  app ro p riate fire
ex t ingu is her and  fire b lanket

S afe o ff the road
In  th is  gu ide  w e  have  dea lt  w ith  keep ing  your

moto rhome  s a fe  and le ga l a s  a  road  veh icle . It  is  a ls o

important  to  cons ide r the  s a fe ty o f your on-boa rd  ga s

and e le ct rica l s ys tems  and app l iance s . 

The  C lub  re comm ends  you have  an annua l s e rvice

unde rtaken by a  w o rkshop be long ing  to  the  Approved

W orkshop Scheme  (AW S). The se  w o rkshops  w il l  che ck out  the  s a fe ty o f your hab ita t ion

sys tem s . 

The  AW S s tanda rd  s e rvice  doe s  no t  include  s e rvicing  a

fridge  un le s s  it  is  s pe cif ica l ly re que s ted . A ls o  no t

included is  the  cle ans ing  o f the  fre sh w a te r s ys tem ,

w hich needs  to  be  de s ca le d  and d is in fe cted  a t  le a s t

once  a  yea r to  pre vent  the  bu i ld -up  o f s ca le  and

bacte ria .

Y ou shou ld  ensure  you have  a  s u itab le  f ire  e xt ingu is he r

and f ire  b lanke t  in  good cond it ion on boa rd .

U sefu l con tact and sources o f fu rther
in form ation
P a yloa ds, loa ding a nd re pla ting: 

SV  Te ch Ltd: w w w .svte ch.co .uk

W a t l ing  Eng inee rs : w w w .w a t l ing-tow ba rs .co .uk

Se lf-build: 

Se lf Bu i ld  Mo to r Ca ravanne rs  C lub: w w w .sbmcc.co .uk/

DVLA  docum ent  - Conve rt ing  a  veh icle  in to  a  mo to rhome:

w w w .gov.uk/gove rnment/pub l ica t ions /reg is te ring-a -d iy-ca ravan

DVLA  docum ent  - Mo to r Ca ravans  – change s  to  cons t ruct ion requ irements  from  29 Apri l  2012

w w w .gov.uk/gove rnment/pub l ica t ions /moto r-ca ravans -change s -to -cons t ruct ion-requ irements -

from -2012

T ra ve lling a broa d 

ht tps ://w w w .cam pingandca ravanningclub .co .uk/t rave labroad/

ht tps ://w w w .ra c.co .uk/drive /t rave l/driving-in-europe /che ckl is t /

A-fra me  tow ing 

Depa rtment  fo r T ranspo rt  document: ht tps ://w w w .gov.uk/gove rnment/pub l ica t ions /a -frames -

and-do l l ie s /a -frames -and-do l l ie s



If you ha ve  fe e dba ck on our ne w  forma t Da ta she e t, p le a se  le t us know , using our short

Fe e dba ck Form.



W eb :   The  Camping  and Ca ravanning  C lub

T he  Camping and Ca ravanning C lub 
Greenf ie lds  House  
W estw ood W ay  
Covent ry  
CV4 8JH

Tel:  024 7647 5448

G lo ssary 

Gross veh ic le  w eigh t (GVW ), Gross veh ic le  M ass (GVM ), M axim um  Auth orised M ass               
(M AM ), M axim um  Tec h n ic ally  P erm issib le  Laden  M ass (M T P LM )                   

Some  o f t he  t e rms found t o  desc ribe  t he  maximum w e ight  o f  t he  mot orhome , w hic h must  no t  be  exc eeded if  t he

vehic le  is  t o  be  lega l on t he  road.

Gross Train  W eigh t (GT W ), C om bin ed M axim um  Auth orised M ass            

T he  maximum pe rmit t ed c ombined w e ight  o f  t he  mot orhome  and t ra ile r a s  spec if ied by  t he  mot orhome

manufac t ure r.

U n laden  w eigh t    

T he  w e ight  o f  t he  unladen mot orhome . T his  does  no t  inc lude  t he  w e ight  o f  any  fue l o r driv e r.

W eigh t p late  

T his  p la t e  o r s t ic ke r is  found on a ll v ehic le s  and denot es  t he  GVW , GT W  and maximum pe rmit t ed front  and rea r axle

load ings . Usua lly  found unde r t he  bonne t  w it h t he  w e ight s  lis t ed in o rde r as  above  s t a rt ing from t he  t op o f  t he

p la t e .

M ass in  Run n in g  O rder (M iRO  or M RO )          

M ass  o f  t he  mot orhome  equipped t o  t he  manufac t ure r’s  s t andard spec if ic a t ion and inc lud ing an a llow anc e  o f  75kg

fo r t he  driv e r and 90 pe r c ent  o f  t he  fue l t ank. An a llow anc e  fo r gas  should be  inc luded but  t h is  c an be  fo r jus t

one  lightw e ight  c y linde r. An a llow anc e  fo r fre sh w a t e r may  be  inc luded but  va rie s  w it h manufac t ure r.

U ser payload

T he  d if fe renc e  be tw een GVW  and M RO, t h is  is  int ended t o  prov ide  an a llow anc e  fo r passenge rs , e ssent ia l

hab it a t ion equipment , poss ib ly  some  opt iona l equipment  and pe rsona l e f fe c t s .

Essen tial h abitation  equipm en t    

It ems and f lu ids  required fo r sa fe  and prope r func t ioning o f  hab it a t ion equipment

O ption al equipm en t   

It ems ava ilab le  from t he  manufac t ure r o r dea le r ove r and above  t he  s t andard spec if ic a t ion.

C o ntacts 


