
C aring for your canvas
If you ’ve in vested tim e an d m on ey in  gettin g a ten t you ’ll w an t it to last. T h is             

Datash eet gives som e poin ters to h elp m ake su re you r ten t provides th e best        

accom m odation  for as lon g as possible, assu m in g you ’re prepared to pu t in  a little         

tim e an d effort. B en efit from  m ore tech n ical advice from  th e experts w h en  you                join

th e C lu b    . 

I f you look a fte r your tent  it  s hou ld  provide  you w ith  many yea rs  o f ho l iday memorie s  – and it

s ta rts  a t  the  camps ite . Be fo re  unpacking  your tent , che ck the  ground fo r s tone s , o ld  pegs  o r

anyth ing  e ls e  tha t  m ight  damage  your groundshee t . Y ou may l ike  to  cons ide r us ing  an e xt ra

p ie ce  o f ma te ria l –  know n a s  a  foo tprint  – unde rnea th the  groundshee t  to  pro te ct  it .

W hen you p it ch, pos it ion the  guy l ine s  ca re fu l ly s o  the  fabric doe sn ’t  f la p  (w hich can cause

exce s s ive  w ea r) but  don ’t  have  it  s o  t ight  it ’s  unde r s t re s s . D iffe rent  fabrics  re a ct  in  d iffe rent

w ays  to  the  ra in  and tempe ra ture  change s  s o  it ’s  w o rth che cking  the  tens ion in  the  guy l ine s

occa s iona l ly throughout  your s tay. A ls o , che ck the  pegs  a re  po int ing  in  a  d ire ct ion tha t  w on’t

a l low  the  guy l ine s  to  s l ip  o ff o r the  pegs  to  pu l l  out  o f the  ground.

C lean ing and reproofing
your ten t
It ’s  no rma lly e a s ie s t  to  cle an and reproo f your tent  w hen it ’s

p it ched. Th is  w ay you can w o rk me thod ica l ly a round the

w ho le  un it  and  be  sure  you ’ve  cle aned and t re a ted  it  a l l .

P le a se  don ’t  put  your pride  and joy into  the  w ash ing  mach ine

– ne ithe r the  m ach ine  no r the  tent  w i l l  fa re  w e l l . 

B rush o ff any loose  d irt  and  if  ne ce s sa ry s crape  it  o ff

gent ly w ith  a  f la t -b laded kn ife  o r a  p ie ce  o f p la s t ic – o ld

s to re  o r cred it  ca rds  can be  good fo r th is .

U se  a  cle an ing  l iqu id  to  cle an the  fabric, ta king  ca re  to

ma tch the  type  o f f lu id  to  your tent  fabric and  fo l low  the

ins t ruct ions  ca re fu l ly.

I f ne ce s sa ry use  h igh ly d i lu ted  b le a ch to  ta ckle  mould  and

m ildew  s ta ins . Ste ri l is ing  l iqu id , s uch a s  tha t  us ed  fo r

baby bo t t le s , is  good fo r th is . It  may no t  remove  the  b la ck s ta in ing  (b le a ch in  concent ra t ions

s t rong enough to  do  th is  cou ld  pe rmanent ly damage  the  fabric) but  it  s hou ld  ki l l  the

o rgan ism s  tha t  cre a te  the  ma rks  and pre vent  the  mus ty sme ll they produce .

R ins e  tho roughly w ith  cle an w a te r to  remove  a l l  t ra ce s  o f the  cle an ing  f lu id .

A l low  to  dry na tura l ly.

W a te rproo f the  fabric us ing  a  reproo fing  l iqu id , aga in  appropria te  to  your tent , fo l low ing  the

ins t ruct ions  ca re fu l ly.

A l low  to  dry na tura l ly.
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If yo u  d is co ver a ben t  po le, be s u re to  fix
it  b efo re yo u r nex t  t rip

R epair k its
Some  tents  com e  w ith  a  sma ll re pa ir kit  tha t  include  a  s ho rt  s e ct ion o f po le , a  s pa re  guy rope ,

pa tche s  o f fabric and  adhe s ive . I f your tent  doe sn ’t  have  th is , it ’s  w o rth put t ing  toge the r a

s im ila r pa ck. Y ou m ay l ike  to  add s ome  p la s t ic cab le  t ie s  and a  ro l l  o f ga ffe r tape  a long w ith  a

few  ext ra  pegs . Add a  de cent  ma lle t  and  peg pu l le r and  a  kit  l ike  th is  s hou ld  a l low  you to  f ix

mos t  prob lem s  w hile  you ’re  out  camping. 

I f you need to  s o lve  a  prob lem  tempora ri ly in  the  f ie ld , don ’t  fo rge t  to  make  a  more  pe rmanent

repa ir w hen you ge t  home  – chance s  a re  you ’l l  fo rge t  about  it  i f  you w a it  unt i l  your next  t rip .

Packing aw ay
He re ’s  a  che ckl is t  to  make  sure  your tent  ha s  the  be s t  chance  o f be ing  in  pe rfe ct  cond it ion w hen

you next  need it :

1. Che ck the  fabric (the  oute r, any inne r tents  and the  groundshee t) to  make  sure  it ’s  cle an and

dry, cle an ing  repa iring  and reproo fing  i f  ne ce s sa ry.

2.  Inspe ct  the  po le s , cle an ing  and repa iring  them  a s  requ ired . Che ck the  ends , any conne ct ing

co rds , s pring  l inks  and o the r a t ta chments  to  make  sure  they a re  no t  damaged. If you need to

re -thread an e la s t ic co rd , a  Bu l ldog  cl ip  can be  use fu l to  s e cure  the  co rd  to  s top  it  s pring ing

back. Sto re  the  po le s  in  a  s epa ra te  bag  to  pre vent  them  damag ing  the  fabric o f your tent .

3. C le an and count  the  pegs . I f you need to  s t ra ighten

any you can t ry ho ld ing  them  in  a  vice  and tapp ing

them  w ith  a  hamm er. I f any a re  m is s ing , cons ide r

rep la cing  them  w ith  s ome  d iffe rent  type s  o f pegs  to

su it  d iffe rent  ground cond it ions  (s ee  Da ta  Shee t  5 –

Choos ing  your tent  ma te ria ls ). Sto re  the  pegs  in  a

s epa ra te  bag  to  pre vent  them  damag ing  the  fabric

o f your tent .

4. Che ck the  conne ct ing  po ints  a round the  tent ,

includ ing  pegg ing  po ints  and guy l ine s .

5. Look ove r a l l  the  s eams  and re s ea l i f  ne ce s sa ry.

6. Inspe ct  any w indow s , vents , f lys cre ens  and o the r items  fo r damage .

7. T ry the  z ips . U se  a  lubricant  (a  proprie ta ry s pray o r cand le  w ax) on any tha t  don ’t  run fre e ly.

8. Avo id  fo ld ing  the  tent  the  s ame  w ay e ve ry t ime  to  pre vent  w ea r a long  the  fo lds .

9. Sto re  your tent  in  a  coo l d ry p la ce  out  o f d ire ct  s un l ight . Don ’t  keep it  in  a  p la s t ic bag  o r you

may have  a  prob lem  w ith  condensa t ion.

Poles



Y our tent  is  p robab ly mos t  vu lne rab le  w hen you a re  p it ch ing  it  and  taking  it  dow n aga in. Po le s ,

fo r e xam ple , can fra cture  o r b re ak i f  they a re  ove r s t re s s ed  w hen you thread them  into  the ir

s le e ve s . I f they a re  re a l ly s t icking  t ry a  l i t t le  s i l icone  furn iture  po l is h. Avo id  o i l  o r g re a se  a s  it

can damage  the  fabric.

A lw ays  push a  po le  in to  it s  s le e ve  ca re fu l ly s o  you don ’t  te a r the  fabric. Avo id  pu l l ing  s e ct iona l

po le s  a s  the  pa rts  w i l l  o fte n s epa ra te  and can ca tch e a s i ly. 

I f a  po le  breaks , ga ffe r tape  o r the  more  t rad it iona l la sh ing  w ith  s t ring  (s ea rch fo r ‘la s h ings ’ on

s coutba se .o rg .uk fo r more  in fo rma t ion) can provide  a  tempora ry repa ir in  the  f ie ld , but  it ’s  w o rth

buying  a  new  s e ct ion o r comple te  po le  a s  s oon a s  pos s ib le . O utdoo r re ta i le rs  gene ra l ly ca rry a

s e le ct ion o f po le s  tha t  can be  cut  to  s iz e  to  rep la ce  a  broken pa rt . Idea l ly ta ke  the  broken po le

w ith  you to  the  s to re  to  f ind  a  good ma tch. I f th is  is n ’t  p ra ct ica l, make  a  no te  o f the  ma te ria l i t ’s

made  o f (GRP , a lum in ium  a l loy o r s te e l), i t s  d iame te r and the  le ngth you need be fo re  you vis it .

A lte rna t ive ly you can conta ct  a  s pe cia l is t  te nt  s pa re s  company to  s e e  w he the r it  s to cks  po le s  fo r

your mode l.

B ew are the bubble!
Don't  le t  ch i ld ren b low  bubb le s  too  clo s e  to  your

tent . The  de te rgent  in  the  l iqu id  can a ffe ct

proo fing , a s  can any s oap, o i l  o r g re a se .

Fabric
The  fabric o f your tent  can be  damaged by many th ings , from  the  a cid  o f b ird  dropp ings  to  the

u lt ra vio le t  l ight  o f the  s un, m ildew  in  s to rage  to  a  te a r from  a  m isp la ced  po le . I f you can, make

sure  your tent  fabric is  cle an and dry be fo re  pa cking  it  aw ay. I f th is  is n ’t  pos s ib le , unfo ld  it , cle an

it  and  a l low  it  to  dry (re -proo fing  it  i f  ne ce s sa ry) a s  s oon a s  pos s ib le  to  keep it  in  the  be s t

cond it ion. I f you have  room , it ’s  be t te r to  s to re  your tent  unfo lded  a s  the  fabric can w ea r a long

the  fo lds  ove r t ime .

If the  fabric te a rs  you can pa tch it  s imp ly by us ing  a  s u itab le  adhe s ive  to  s t ick on a  p ie ce  o f

ma tch ing  fabric. Fo r a  more  pe rmanent  repa ir, s t it ch the  pa tch in  p la ce  but  remembe r to  s ea l the

s t it ch ing  ho le s  w ith  an appropria te  s ea lant . The re  a re  companie s  tha t  p rovide  a  tent  re pa ir

s e rvice  but  s ince  tents  a re  gene ra l ly qu ite  heavy to  s end in  the  pos t , it ’s  w o rth a s king  a t  your

lo ca l camping  s to re  o r s e a rch ing  on l ine  to  f ind  a  lo ca l re pa ire r to  avo id  t ranspo rt  cos ts .

S eam s and zips



A  po lyco tto n  ten t

A  waterp ro o fing  p ro duct

W ater d ro p lets  o n  ten t  fab ric

If you f ind  the  z ips  on your tent  a re  ge t t ing  a  l i t t le

d iff icu lt  to  open and clo s e , you can buy a  lubrica t ion

spray to  ge t  them  moving  aga in. Rubb ing  the  w ax o f a

cand le  in to  the  z ip  s hou ld  have  the  s ame  e ffe ct . Th is

is  de fin ite ly w o rth do ing  be fo re  tha t  f irs t  z ip  breaks .

L ikew is e , i f  the  s eams  o f your tent  s how  any s igns  o f

le t t ing  in  w a te r you can s ea l them  us ing  a  proprie ta ry

s eam  sea lant . Make  sure  the  s ea lant  is  comple te ly dry

be fo re  pa cking  your tent  aw ay to  avo id  the  w rong b it s

o f fabric s t icking  toge the r.

 
W hat about w aterproofing?
O n tents  m ade  from  man-made  fabrics  s uch a s  nylon,

po lye s te r and coa ted  po lyco t ton, w a te r s hou ld  fo rm  drop le ts

on the  s urfa ce  o f the  ma te ria l and  then ro l l  o ff. Th is

w a te rproo fing  is  no rm a lly a ch ie ved us ing  a  coa t ing  know n a s

a  durab le  w a te r re pe l le nt  (DW R).

The  DW R can be come  le s s  e ffe ct ive  ove r t ime  fo r a  numbe r

o f re a sons . Fo r e xample , it  can degrade  in  s un l ight  o r be

damaged if  the  fabric rubs  aga ins t  a  rough surfa ce . I f the

coa t ing  fa i ls , w a te r w i l l  s ta rt  to  s oak into  the  fabric

(da rken ing  it ) and  it ’s  t ime  to  cons ide r re -proo fing  your tent . 

 
 
M ildew
Mildew  o r mould  is  bad  new s  fo r a  tent . It  is  caused by fung i tha t  w i l l  a t  be s t  d is co lour your tent

and g ive  it  a  mus ty sme ll, and  a t  w o rs t  consume  the  fabric unt i l  i t  d is integra te s . 

P re vent ion is  de fin ite ly be t te r than cure , s o  make  sure  your tent  is  cle an and dry be fo re  you

s to re  it  and  t ry to  keep it  in  a  p la ce  tha t  ha s  re a sonab le  a ir circu la t ion w he re  the  s urround ing  a ir

is n ’t  hum id .



I f you ’re  un lucky enough to  f ind  m ildew  o r mould  anyw ay, pre vent  it  from  spread ing  by rins ing

w ith  w a te r and w hite  vinega r o r a  m ild  s te ri l is ing  f lu id  s uch a s  tha t  us ed  fo r baby bo t t le s . Le ave

it  fo r about  ha lf an hour and then rins e  the  a rea  tho roughly. Y ou ’l l  p robab ly need to  reproo f the

fabric a fte rw a rds .

K eeping dry
In  ce rta in  w ea the r cond it ions  you ’re  l ike ly to  f ind  drop le ts  o f condensa t ion ins ide  your tent , e ven

if you ’ve  taken e ve ry pre caut ion to  make  it  w a te rproo f. 

Th is  is  e spe cia l ly t rue  in  nylon o r po lye s te r te nts  and it  is  one  re a son the se  gene ra l ly have

brea thab le  inne r tents  – i f  the  w a te r co l le cts  on the  oute r fabric it  doe sn ’t  d rip  d ire ct ly on you a t

n ight .

Y ou can m in im is e  condensa t ion by keep ing  a  good a irf low  through your tent . Keep the  vent

pane ls  open and make  sure  you don ’t  a ccidenta l ly b lo ck any low -le ve l pane ls  w ith  items  such a s

s le ep ing  bags  o r s to rage  pa cks .

 
W eathering
It  us ed  to  be  s tanda rd  pra ct ice  to  w ea the r a  tent  be fo re  us ing  it . A  new  100 pe r cent  co t ton

canvas  tent  w i l l  o fte n le ak w hen it  f irs t  ge ts  w e t  s o  it ’s  p re fe rab le  to  s oak it  in  a  cont ro l le d

environm ent  f irs t . The  proce s s  o f tho roughly w e t t ing  the  tent , know n a s  w ea the ring , a l low s  the

fib re s  to  sw e l l  and  f i l l  a ny gaps  in  the  w eave . Y ou can do  th is  by p it ch ing  the  tent  and le aving  it

out  in  the  ra in  fo r a  w hile  o r by s praying  it  w ith  w a te r from  a  hosep ipe  o r w a te ring  can. 

W hen the  canvas  drie s  the  f ib re s  rema in clo s e  and the  next  t ime  it  ra ins  you shou ld  rema in dry

ins ide . Na tura l f ib re s  tend to  re a ct  d iffe rent ly to  man-made  ma te ria ls  w hen they a re  w e t  s o  it ’s

gene ra l ly be s t  to  us e  na tura l guy l ine s  (s uch a s  hemp) on co t ton tents  and man-made  guy l ine s

on po lye s te r, nylon and s im ila r te nts .

If you have  fe edback on our new  fo rma t  Da ta shee t , p le a se  le t  us  know , us ing  our s ho rt  Feedback

Fo rm .



W eb :   The  Camping  and Ca ravanning  C lub

T he  Camping and Ca ravanning C lub 
Greenf ie lds  House  
W estw ood W ay  
Covent ry  
CV4 8JH

Tel:  024 7647 5442

W eb :   Grange rs

Tel:  01773521521

W eb :   N ikw ax

Tel:  01892786400

W eb :   McNe t t

W eb :   Trek7

W eb :   Sto rm

Tel:  01773521309

W eb :   Po int  No rth

Tel:  01407760195

W eb :   Pennine  O utdoo r

Tel:  01524263377

W eb :   Brian Pa rk Camping

Tel:  07736384001

W eb :   Tent  Spa re s

Tel:  08448504402

C o ntacts 


